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Mrs. Kelch and Mrs. Hazeltine

Cougar Leaders,

Welcome back and Happy New Year! Wahoo! We hope you enjoyed you break and were able to make new 
memories with family and friends. We are all excited to continue on our Pawsitively Awesome journey through 
this school year! As we embark on mid-year, Students will be taking their STAR Math and Reading assessments 
the week of January 17th. We are excited to see the growth our students have made towards end of the year 
standards. STAR data reports will be sent home shortly after the completion of the assessments. Your child’s 
scores can also be found on their FOCUS/EDIS account. If you have any questions about the STAR 
assessment, contact your child's teacher. Please speak to your student about these assessments and stress the 
importance of taking their time, trying their best and showing what they know. As always, we appreciate 
your continued support. 

We look forward to sharing Middle of the Year data at our upcoming SAC meeting on 1/25 at 6:00 pm. We 
hope you will join us! We have three school-wide action steps for our students to help with our school wide 
goal of earning an “A” as a school! 

Our first action step is to increase words read by 5% each month on Accelerated Reader. Accelerated 
Reader is a computer-based program that checks the comprehension of books read by students. When students 
are finished reading a book, they can take a short comprehension test and earn points based on their score. 
Short picture books are worth .5 points and longer chapter books are worth 1 or more points. These points 
accumulate over the 2021-2022 school year. All children have the opportunity to earn an AR shirt. To earn one 
your child must earn the below points: K-25, 1st-50, 2nd-75, 3rd-100, 4th-125, and 5th-150. So far, we have 
three students who have earned a shirt! Wahoo! We excited for more cougar leaders to earn their AR shirt! 
If you have any questions about this program, please ask your child’s teacher. Please continue to have your 
child read at least 30 minutes a night.

Our second goal is for students to participate in the Moment of Science, which they complete weekly with 
their teacher. Mrs. Clark prepares the Moment of Science each week and shares it on the news. They record 
the Moment of Science in their science notebook. We encourage you ask them about what each week’s Moment 
of Science and the science focus challenge.

Our last goal is for students to increase their math fluency. They can work on this using computer 
programs or simple math worksheets. Please spend some time quizzes your child on addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division facts. This will help reinforce students become fluent and know those facts with 
automaticity. All of this will help students master EOY standards.

Some of you may have noticed the table and chairs in our lobby area; these are for you to enjoy breakfast 
and lunch with your child. The procedure to do so has changed a bit. We ask that you come in the office, sign 
your child out, eat with them at the tables in the lobby, then sign them back in at the office. Please do not 
forget to clean up afterwards. We will have a cleaning station on the desk area. We are at max capacity in our 
cafeteria, so we had to come with a different and unique plan. We knew how important this was and still 
wanted to still give you the opportunity to eat with your child. If you have any questions, please call the 
office.

This month we are encouraging families to join us on focusing to boost our own and others 
happiness. In addition to spreading kindness and inspiring others in always wanted.



Important dates and 
Action calendar- Jan. 

➢ January 13th- Sticker Day!

➢ January 13th- Report Cards go home

➢ January 17th- Martin Luther King Jr. Day- No School

➢ January 24th – Chick-Fil-A Spirit Night 

➢ January 24th-28th Literacy Week
➢ Mustache Monday
➢ Team up Tuesday
➢ Wordy Wednesday
➢ Groovy Thursday
➢ Finger Flashlight Friday

➢ January 25th – SAC/PTO at 6:00



Stay Connected 
with 

Kingsway 



Our Vision on a mission 
To reach 

student success

We will provide a safe, 
student-centered

environment that 
empowers 

students to become 
responsible,

life long learners. 

#Pawsitivelycontagious



Kindergarten
Hello Kindergarten Families!

The month of December has been an adventure, to say the 

least! We learned so many amazing things. We are so proud of all of 

the progress that our students have made throughout the first half 

of the school year! Moving into January, we will continue working 

on CVC and sight words. Please continue to practice these sight 

words at home with your child. There are many fun ways that you 

can practice these words through games like memory and bingo. In 

math, we are learning about addition and subtraction! We are so 

excited to start this new skill with our students. You can also 

practice these skills at home with simple materials that make 

learning fun for your child. Please remember to be here on time, we 

start our day at 8:40 and we do not want your child to miss out on 

any learning opportunities. 

Your Kindergarten Team

Kindergarten 
rocks! 



FIRST GRADE ROCKS!

We have had a wonderful month of December! Our Clifford Club was a 
PAWsome success! We so many books in 1st grade; we are so proud of our 
reader leaders. To earn admittance to the Clifford Club, students had to 
read at least 6 Clifford books and pass the AR test. Each student earned 
Clifford Tags to represent their amazing accomplishments! Our students had 
a celebration with juice and popcorn from Regal Cinemas. This would not 
have been possible without the dedication and creativity of our very own 
Ms. K! We appreciate all you do for our students.

Looking into January, there are several new topics we will be learning 
in math, we will work on addition and subtraction within 20. In Science, we 
will be learning Earth’s surface and using our 5 senses to make 
observations. For ELA, we are continuing to work on our reading 
comprehension skills, continue to master our sight words, and keep reading 
our AR books!

Please note that there are many programs students can access at home 
for additional practice. Students have access to Classlink and programs like 
IXL, MyOn, Epic and more!

It is important to review our “Proud to Lead” expectations with your 
child at home. This can be found on our school’s Facebook page and other 
social media accounts. Please continue to check LiveSchool points and review 
this with your child at home.

As always, thank you for your continued support and for being 
proactive in your child’s education. Kingsway truly has the best “Cougar 
Leaders!”

-The First Grade Team
Ms. Parsley, Mrs. Burton, 
Mrs. Martin, & Ms. Baron

1st grade



2nd grade
Hello 2nd grade families! We had a great first half of the 

school year. We hope you enjoyed your winter break. In December 
we enjoyed our field trip to see the ballet, some fun dress up days, 
and holiday activities.

Coming up this month, we will be completing our middle of the 
year testing. This data will help us plan instruction for the second 
semester.

In ELA, we will be continuing with vowel patterns in phonics, 
comprehension skills such as main idea and details, retelling a 
story, and comparing and contrasting characters in a story. We 
are also working on improving reading fluency.

In math we will be working with money, time and three-digit 
numbers. In Science, we are continuing with properties of matter 
and how matter can change will be our next unit. Social Studies will 
be focused on Presidents, American Symbols and different 
cultures. In writing, we will continue to work on writing opinion 
paragraphs and will begin narratives.

FRE is the place to be at Kingsway! Mrs. Gartner has it open 
for 2nd grade on Friday from 7:30-8:30 am, or on Wednesday 
afternoon from 3:10-3:40. If you are able to attend with your 
child, they will get books to borrow as well as books to keep! Mrs. 
Gartner has a lot of fun activities going on throughout the year.

Please work with your child to make sure they can tie their 
own shoes. Check binders, Liveschool and Remind daily for 
important information. We look forward to lots of learning and fun 
in the second semester!

Thank you for your continued PAWSitivity!

-The Second Grade Team 



3rd grade
Hello 3rd grade families!

Quarter 2 has come to an end! We hope you all had an amazing 
winter break with your families.❄️We are looking forward to an 
amazing second half of the school year with our students!
In ELA (reading and writing), students recently finished a unit all 
about character perspective using literary, fiction texts. Students 
are now focusing on advancements in technology with primarily 
nonfiction texts!

In Science, students have finished their unit on living things 
and their environments. Our next big unit is on energy! Students 
will be learning about forms of energy and heat and light.
In Social Studies, students have been learning about regions of the 
United States, North American landmarks, reviewing map skills, 
and understanding points of view from different cultures and 
regions. Students will be learning about natural resources, levels 
of government, and being a good citizen.

In Math, students continually practice multiplication and 
division facts, along with word problems. Students have consistent 
review of previously taught skills. They recently finished up 
lessons about finding area, and are moving on to 2-dimensional 
figures and fractions for quarter 3!

Please encourage your child to read at least 30 minutes 
nightly, work towards meeting their individual goals, and to 
complete the homework their teacher assigns them.

Thank you for your continued support- we are looking forward to 
an amazing 3rd quarter!🙂

Proud to Lead,
Your 3rd grade team



4th grade
We are so thankful for our students that show up every day 
ready to learn. Thank you parents for all you do to support our 
students in the classrooms.

A huge welome to Mr. P and Ms. Parker, we are so happy they 
are now a part of the Kingsway team, especially to our 4th grade 
team.  We are so lucky!

In math, we will continuing to add and subtract fractions and 
soon move onto multiplying fractions. It is important that our 
students take a few minutes every day to practice the 
multiplication facts! There are different ways you can practice 
multiplication facts at home with your child. For example, you can 
purchase flash cards at a dollar store. You can go to 
AAAMath.com, and Kahn Academy, as well.

Please remember, Fourth graders are not too old to be read 
to. Take some time and read together and discuss the book. 
Students should read independently every day as well. They should 
be reading for 30 minutes a day at home so they can continue to 
earn AR points!.

Thank you for your support!

Ms. Kevins, Ms. Parker, Mrs. Goss, & Mr. P



5th grade
Hello 5th Grade Families!!!

We hope everyone had a great break and enjoyed the extra time 
with their family! We welcome 2022 and are excited to see what it has 
in store for us in 5th grade. We are rested and ready to tackle the 
challenges ahead of us the rest of the school year!

In Social Studies, we have learned all about the Southern Colonies 
and what life was like for the people who lived there. We also compared 
it to life in the middle colonies. Moving forward we will discuss the 
tension that occurred throughout the colonies and the problem of 
slavery.

In Science, we have done a great job with our energy unit. We had 
lots of fun building electrical circuits and finding unique ways to see 
energy flow. We are super excited to dive into our Solar System unit 
and learn all about outer space.

In math, we have done an excellent job utilizing fractions in word 
problems. We have learned about the term “Benchmark Fraction” and 
how we can use them to estimate our answer. Multiplying and Dividing 
decimals has been tricky but we are working hard to conquer our goals. 
As we multiply and divide decimals it is important we remember all of 
our strategies and steps from our critical concepts.

In Language Arts, we are moving into looking at how technology 
impacts society. We will continue to learn about text structure and 
comparing and contrasting two texts. We continue to build our 
vocabulary and develop the importance of citing specific text evidence 
in our writing.

Thank you for your continued support. Please continue to support 
your child’s reading and encourage them to continue to increase their 
AR points and words read. We are so proud of our reader leaders. We 
hope to continue to move their reading in a positive direction and 
continue to increase our goals.

Warm Regards,
The 5th Grade Team
Ms. Litman, Ms. Murphy, 
Mrs. Umbras, Mrs. McKnight



CD
The students in the Communication Disorders classes are 

showing brrrr-illiant progress! ❄️
In Ms. Dumont’s class we have been working on addition in math. 

We are learning that writers can tell many stories and finding the 
details and characters in the story. We learned all about animals 
and are excited to move onto states of matter. In social studies we 
learned about respect and how important it is to both give and 
receive respect.

In Mrs. Graddy’s class, we are learning about character point 
of view and story elements. In math, we are working on story 
problems.

In Ms. Hohmann's and Mrs. Liszak’s class, 4th graders have been 
learning to understand different points of view, while 5th graders 
have worked on recognizing the author's point of view. We’ve 
practiced phonics and grammar skills, point of view and 
perspective, theme, figurative language, and rhyme scheme and 
structure in poetry. In math, the 4th graders have been adding & 
subtracting fractions, with like denominators. 5th graders have 
been multiplying and dividing decimals. In Social Studies, 4th 
graders learned about St. Augustine and 5th graders learned about 
Jamestown. In Science, the 4th graders have been learning about 
Matter and the 5th graders have been learning about Earth’s 
Water. We continue to work throughout each day on respect, 
empathy, and perseverance.

In Mrs. Jurowicz’s class, we have been busy working on our 
multiplication and division facts in math. In reading, we have been 
working on understanding the perspectives of characters as well as 
the plot and theme in stories. In science, we have been working on 
forms of energy. We continue to work on calming strategies and 
communicating our feelings. In social studies, we have been 
learning about regions of the U.S.



CD
In Mrs. Awad’s class, we have been learning about identifying 

different character perspectives and comparing different point of 
views. In Math, we have been working on understanding the 
connection between multiplication and division. We have also been 
working on subtracting and adding with two equal equations. In 
Science, we have been learning about different forms of energy, 
force and motion. In Social Studies, we have been learning about 
Indian Nation Tribes and changes in the American Indian Nations. 
We continue to work on regulating our feelings and establishing a 
supportive class community.

In Miss Wyman’s class, we have been focusing on 
communication skills and engaging with our peers. In science, we 
are learning about matter and energy. In Reading, we have been 
working on reading comprehension questions, sequencing a story, 
sight words, identifying letters and corresponding letter sounds. In 
Math, our class has been working on identifying colors, classifying 
shapes, number identification, 1:1 correspondence, addition, 
subtraction, rounding, division and multiplication. In Social Studies, 
we are learning about Earth, seasons, weather, being a good 
citizen, and respect.

In Miss. Ulrich’s class, students have been learning about 
sequencing events, characters, and setting. We also focus on our 
weekly sight words and spelling patterns. In math we have been 
focusing on different ways to subtract and continue to work on 
ways to use addition. We continue to work on how to be a good 
citizen, along with what respect is, and what it can look like.



STEM

STEM

Scientifically yours,

Ms. Clark

It’s electrifying in STEM this month as fifth graders dive into physical science by 
exploring circuits.  My goal is to have students design their own experiment to test 
circuits.  I can’t wait!

Fourth graders studied animal adaptations and did a fabulous job on their Slides 
projects.

Second and third graders researched invertebrates and created a model of their animal.  
I’m so pleased with their enthusiasm and work ethic.  It was awesome!

Kindergarten, first grade and some CD classes began studying living and nonliving things.  
We just finished up plants too.  Hopefully we can plant some seeds when the temperatures 
warm up!

More and more students are participating in the science challenge!  Keep it up Cougars!  
I’m also looking forward to more work in our Moment of Science activities.

Scientifically yours,
Ms. Clark



Media
Media is continuing to support literacy for our students. In December, we had our 
second opening of the AR Store. Our students were able to “spend” their hard-earned 
AR reading points. The AR Store will open again in March.. 

Earlier this year, we sent home the AR goals for each grade level and how each child 
can earn an AR shirt. When your child reaches this AR point goal, they will receive an 
AR t-shirt to proudly display their accomplishments. Below are the goals set for the 
2021-2022 school year for your ease and convenience. As we begin a new year, there is 
no better time than the present to work on goal setting with your child. 

Looking ahead… January 24th – January 28th is Celebrate Literacy in the state of 
Florida. Our school theme will be “Paws for Reading.” Monday the 24th is “Mustache 
Monday.” The students will be given self-adhesive mustaches as we “mustache” them to 
read.  Tuesday the 25th, is” Team Up Tuesday,” because teaming up with books makes us 
all winners.  Students will be sporting our favorite team shirts Wednesday the 26th will 
be “Wear it Wordy Wednesday.” We will be highlighting shirts with print so we have 
environmental print to look for and read . Thursday the 27th will be “Groovy Thursday.” 
We will be wearing tie die or neon and bright colors as reading is groovy and makes us 
“bright.” We will end the week on Friday the 28th with “Finger Flashlight Friday.” Our 
students will be given finger flashlights to read with as reading makes us “glow "with 
knowledge. We can’t wait for a week of literacy fun!

Lastly, I would like to give a shout out to our firs-graders teachers and first-grade 
students for their efforts with the Clifford Club! Our first-grade students did an 
amazing job reading Clifford books. My heart if full of pride for their dedication to 
reading six or more Clifford books. We had a wonderful time celebrating their 
achievements on  December 10th. 

Happy New Year
~Ms. K 

K- 15 points

1st- 50 points

2nd- 75 points

3rd- 100 points

4th- 125 points

5th- 150 points



ESE
Reading strategy

• A simple index card can be used to put under words to keep the student’s eyes 
tracking properly. This trains the eye to stay focused on the word instead of 
skipping around.

Math strategy

• R.I.D.E. is another checklist to use to solve math word problems.
• R-Read and understand the problem
• I-Identify the operation
• D-Draw a picture of the problem
• E-Evaluate the answer and check it

Kindergarten

In reading, we are working on characterization and feelings, capitalizing the 
pronoun “I”, and segmenting and blending syllables. We are engaged in whole class, 
small group, and partner discussions. In math, we are working on understanding 
addition and subtraction to ten. We are doing a spiral review of previously taught 
skills.

First Grade

In reading, we are working on short vowels, consonant blends, and digraphs. We are 
also working on the similarities and differences between information in words and 
visuals. In math, we are working on using the strategy to add on, connecting the 
relationship between addition and subtraction, and utilizing a number line to add and 
subtract within 100.

Second Grade

In reading, we are working on explaining the author’s purpose and using text 
features to contribute to the meaning. We are working on opinion essays and learning 
to use complete, simple sentences. The sounds we worked on are consonant le and vowel 
teams oi and oy. In math, we are working on double-digit subtraction with regrouping. 
We are also reviewing prior knowledge skills by using spiral review.

Third Grade

In reading, we are working on character perspectives, plot and theme, and using 
context clues to determine the meaning of words and phrases. In math, we are working 
on finding the area of shapes and then adding the areas of the shapes. We are 
continuing with math fact fluency practice and using daily math to spiral review 
previously taught skills.

Fourth Grade

In reading, we are working on explaining the author’s claims, reasons, and evidence. 
We are also working on hard and soft c and g. Students are effectively engaging in 
whole class and peer discussions. In math, we are working on the addition and 
subtraction of fractions.

Fifth Grade

In reading, we are working on distinguishing between important and unimportant 
information, noun suffixes (-ology, -ant, -er, -or, -ery), and stating, clarifying, and 
supporting ideas using constructive conversation. In math, we are working on the 
multiplication of fractions.

Thank you for your continued support!

Mrs. Matos, Mrs. Meyers, Mrs. Masterjohn



THE COUNSELOR’S CHAIR
New beginnings – what’s so special about January 1, 2022?

We often try to convince ourselves that there is nothing remarkable 
about the new year’s beginning. After all, it’s just another day, right?

However, the psychology behind the lure of the freshly fallen 
snow, the blank sheet of paper, the sunrise in the morning, and, yes, 
the New Year, has real impact on our lives. The tradition of making 
New Year’s resolutions is deeply ingrained in United States culture. 
The U.S. Government even has a resource page on New Year’s 
Resolutions! https://www.dhs.gov/employee-
resources/blog/2020/01/07/new-years-resolutions

When our Cougar Leaders return to us in January, a new 
semester will begin. Even children love the idea of the “do-over”! This 
is a perfect time to make mini-goals with your children. Start small, 
for example, “I will get out of bed the first time you call me.” Ask 
your child what little reward they might like for accomplishing that 
goal. Then, as time goes on, gradually increase the difficulty of the 
goals.

Many children (and adults!) have a hard time leaving from a 
vacation environment and re-entering school. Don’t be alarmed if your 
child has a tummy ache or tears on the first day back to school. Gentle 
insistence is needed on your part that, even though it’s tough, they 
must go back. Their friends will miss them; they’ll miss out on the fun 
of (fill in the blank with something they love about school.) Even then, 
you may find that you have to be calmly stern about it. Don’t make the 
mistake that is so easy to do: “Well, I’ll let you stay home just this one 
more day.” WHOA! You will be buying trouble you would never wish to 
have! This is one time you must steel yourself and move all of you 
forward into the new year together.
Happy New Year and many blessings to your entire family!



LiveSchool
LiveSchool is our schoolwide behavior program that 

helps support positive behaviors at our school.  At Kingsway, 
our students follow our L.E.A.D. and CHAMPS expectations.  Our 
LiveSchool platform reflects these expectations.  Students can 
earn both merits (positive points) or demerits (negative 
points).  Students work hard earning their merits every day!  

Each month, we have Friday Frenzy where students can 
spend their points on schoolwide rewards!  It is so important 
that we celebrate our students success. Students will also be 
able to spend their points for classroom rewards as well as 
spot light spending in the classroom.  

Also, teachers and parents can comment on those 
rewards.  Your child’s teacher has information about linking 
accounts to help keep you connected so that you can see the 
points they have earned and any teacher comments.  





FORTIFYFL
FortifyFL is a suspicious activity reporting tool that allows 
individuals to submit tips concerning unsafe, potentially harmful, 
dangerous, violent, or criminal activities and threats. Any 
suspicious activity or threat shall be promptly reported to one of 
the following individuals, agencies, or reporting tools:
• School Resource officer or local law enforcement agencies.
• School Admisntrator or any available staff member
• The ForifyFL Reporting APP or to the Crimestoppers Tipline 

(1-800-780-TIPS).
• Contacting the Supervise of District Security and Emergency 

Management at 941-255-0808

REMIND
Cougar Families,
Please do not forget about our Remind App.  This free service let 
Kingsway Elementary send quick one-way messages via test to 
your cell phone.  We can stay in touch while keeping your 
personal contact information private.  We use this app to 
communicate many things like spirit nights, event reminders, and 
even things like rainy day dismissal notifications.  

SAC & PTO

Next Meeting- January 25th at 6:00
Why?  The more parents are involved 
in school, the more informed they 
will become.  Parent involvement is 
directly linked to student success.  

*Come join us to learn about KES*



School Webpage

http://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/KES

KINGSWAY ELEMENTARY 
23300 Quasar Blvd.
Port Charlotte, FL  
Phone: (941) 255-7590
Fax:     (941) 255-7591

Proud to Lead

The mission of Kingsway Elementary School 
is to provide a safe, student-centered 

learning environment that empowers students 
to become responsible, lifelong learners. 

Kristina Kelch
Principal

Melody Hazeltine
Assistant Principal

Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/KESCougars/

Twitter page 

https://twitter.com/KingswayCougars

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FKESCougars%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ckalee.joiner%40yourcharlotteschools.net%7C8a42b9979ded4bed5e5208d96ec8f79b%7Caf24126fec6b4278bcfd687f209870d6%7C0%7C0%7C637662631710351030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EVL%2FI%2FW%2FfmCoakQWDzSeJFrd%2BFr1DPWPTN%2B8uNft5hQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FKingswayCougars&data=04%7C01%7Ckalee.joiner%40yourcharlotteschools.net%7C8a42b9979ded4bed5e5208d96ec8f79b%7Caf24126fec6b4278bcfd687f209870d6%7C0%7C0%7C637662631710351030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=cg%2BR78CqWutLbgFReMybXuEcVOLxbnSuks5G1IjUoqA%3D&reserved=0

